
“Never Say Never: Four Necessities for the Christian Life”
Selected Passages (from ESV)

A Cross to Bear (Matthew 16:21-23)
From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and 

suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third 
day be raised. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you, 
Lord! This shall never happen to you.” But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! 
You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the 
things of man.”
1. Peter wanted to protect Jesus, which seemed like a good thing; however, protecting Jesus 

wasn’t God’s thing for accomplishing His work in the world. What can we learn from this 
passage when it comes to God’s work today? Do we ever want a good thing over God’s 
thing for our lives and the lives of others doing the work of advancing the Gospel? How?

2. Peter’s attitude was a hindrance to Jesus. Why? Are there any attitudes that you have that 
hinder the work of God in and through your life?

3. What does setting your mind on the things of God look like? How can we do this in our lives?
4. Read Matthew 16:24-28. Have you denied yourself and taken up your cross and followed 

Jesus? Share, and pray for each other as cross bearers in the Gospel mission.

A Towel to Serve (John 13:5-8)
Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe 

them with the towel that was wrapped around him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, 
“Lord, do you wash my feet?” Jesus answered him, “What I am doing you do not understand 
now, but afterward you will understand.” Peter said to him, “You shall never wash my feet.” 
Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no share with me.”
1. More important than the act of washing feet was the attitude of the heart that Jesus taught 

His disciples. Make a list of the motives or attitudes of the heart that Jesus revealed in His 
relationship with His disciples during this act of washing their feet. Discuss.

2. Looking at the list of heart attitudes that Jesus revealed as He washed His disciple’s feet, 
examine your relationship with other believers in your small group and in our faith family. 
Where do you struggle most in having a servant’s heart? Why?

3. Break into groups of three or four, and spend some time praying for each other, praying that 
God would grow your heart of service for His glory and His work in your lives.

4. Who in our faith family do you need to reach out to this week with a servant’s heart? Write 
their name down, and discuss with your group how you plan to minister to them this week.

A Vine to Abide (Matthew 26:30-35)
And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. Then Jesus said 

to them, “You will all fall away because of me this night. For it is written, ‘I will strike the 
shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ But after I am raised up, I will go before 
you to Galilee.” Peter answered him, “Though they all fall away because of you, I will never fall 



away.” Jesus said to him, “Truly, I tell you, this very night, before the rooster crows, you will deny 
me three times.” Peter said to him, “Even if I must die with you, I will not deny you!” And all the 
disciples said the same.
1. Read Matthew 26:47-56 and 69-75. The disciples promised to stick with Jesus until death, 

and Peter promised to never deny Jesus. What happened? Did their responses surprise 
Jesus? Did their responses change Jesus’ relationship with them and His plans for them? 
What are the implications of the answers to these questions for our lives today?

2. Even though Jesus predicted the actions of His disciples , Jesus still told His disciples that 
He would go before them to Galilee after His resurrection. What does this teach us about 
God?

3. Read John 15:1-11. Discuss what this passage teaches us about Jesus. What does the 
passage teach us about our relationship to Him in relationship to our work for Him?

4. Are you abiding in the true vine? If not, why not?

A World to Reach (Acts 10:10-15)
And he became hungry and wanted something to eat, but while they were preparing it, 

he fell into a trance and saw the heavens opened and something like a great sheet descending, 
being let down by its four corners upon the earth. In it were all kinds of animals and reptiles and 
birds of the air. And there came a voice to him: “Rise, Peter; kill and eat.” But Peter said, “By no 
means, Lord; for I have never eaten anything that is common or unclean.” And the voice came 
to him again a second time, “What God has made clean, do not call common.”
1. Read Genesis 12:1-3. What does this passage teach us about God’s missional heart and 

purpose for the nations?
2. Read Acts 10:34-43. What did God’s vision for Peter communicate to Peter?
3. Why did God need to give Peter this clear reminder of His missional heart and purpose for 

the nations? Does the church today still need to be reminded of God’s heart for all people? 
How, and why?

4. Do you struggle with prejudice and dislike for any people group or nation? Why? Have 
someone in the group pray over the group that God would soften your hearts to the nations 
and give you a burden and a heart of love for those whom God loves.


